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A staff member has been dis-
missed and others anticipate 
changes to their jobs, but university 
administrators maintain that the 
University’s Peer Advising Pro-
gram will not be cut. 
Though employees and peer 
advisors said they were told the 
program would end after the spring 
semester, Provost Royce Engstrom 
calls this a rumor. 
“There is no desire to end Peer 
Advising,” he said.
The advising program will be 
incorporated into the University’s 
planned Offi ce for Student Success, 
part of a score of efforts to increase 
student retention and graduation 
rates over the next fi ve years. 
The offi ce will oversee advising 
and tutoring programs, as well as 
programs for fi rst-year students. 
Though Engstrom said the Peer 
Advising Program will continue in 
some form or another, employees in 
the Undergraduate Advising Center 
said they’ve been told the program 
had been cut in favor of other meth-
ods, such as group advising. 
“I think that it’s irrational,” said 
Peer Advising coordinator Carol 
Bates. “I think it’s a very poor deci-
sion that, in the long run, is going to 
hurt our student population.” 
According to peer advisor KK 
Miller, all peer advisors were told 
they would be let go after the up-
coming semester.
“Every single peer in the Peer 
Advising Program is heartbroken,” 
said Kiersten Fussell, peer advisor 
and advisory board treasurer. 
Engstrom said there is wide 
spectrum of possibilities for the fu-
ture of Peer Advising that will take 
the place of the original system. 
Nevertheless, changes are al-
ready underway in the advising of-
fi ces of the Lommasson Center.
Sharon O’Hare, who has been 
involved in the University’s math 
department, has been appointed 
the interim director of the Offi ce 
for Student Success, making Carol 
Bates move into a new offi ce in the 
Lommasson Center. 
Melanie Hoell, director of the 
UAC, was told Tuesday that her 
contract would not be renewed, 
meaning she must leave her posi-
tion in fi ve months. 
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Stick it to ‘em
Helena – A bill that would give 
Montana renters greater protection 
against landlords who wrongfully 
withhold security deposits passed 
through the House on Saturday.
House Bill 188, sponsored by Rep. 
Deborah Kottel, D-Great Falls, 
would grant greater damages to 
renters who successfully sue land-
lords who wrongfully withhold se-
curity deposits. 
The original bill allowed dam-
ages of three times the amount of 
the deposit, but was amended to 
only double the deposit. 
Current law limits damages to 
the amount of the deposit and legal 
costs.
“It’s to give landlords pause,” 
said Kottel, who added that the 
current law is hardly a deterrent, 
much less a punishment. 
“How is forfeiting someone 
else’s money that you wrongfully 
withheld a punishment?” Kottel 
said.
Annie Hamilton, an attorney 
and director of ASUM Legal Ser-
vices, said there is little to stop 
landlords from keeping deposits. 
“I liken this to telling your chil-
dren, ‘Don’t cheat and don’t steal, 
but if you do there’s no penalty,’” 
Hamilton said. “Something is des-
perately needed to bring parity 
back to the relationship.”
According to ASUM, 53 per-
cent of the cases litigated by their 
legal department were complaints 
of wrongful withholding.
But opponents to the bill said 
similar penalties for withholding 
security deposits were removed 
from the Residential Landlord and 
Tenant Act in 1997 because they 
were unfair to landlords. 
“For every dollar that is wrong-
fully withheld, there’s $10 to $100 
that landlords are having to put 
into properties over and above 
the security deposits to restore 
these properties from renters,” 
said Roger Halver of the Montana 
Landlords Association. 
“So of course they’re sensitive 
to the issue of returning security 
deposits.”
Other opponents included the 
Montana Association of Realtors.
Another bill that would give 
renters the right to a copy of their 
lease agreement, reasonable heat 
and a written lease extension was 
Renters’ rights gain one win and
one draw in Montana House
Molly Priddy
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ASUM added its name to a list 
of public institutions encouraging 
Congress to consider universities in 
the economic stimulus package.
The list, which is sponsored by 
U.S. PIRG, a federation of state 
PIRGs, comes at a time when uni-
versities and other institutions are 
hopeful that the package may in-
clude investment into their own 
causes. By signing its name, ASUM 
shows its hope that the government 
will see the benefi t of investing in 
education.
“Right now, the thing on peo-
ple’s minds is that they can’t go to 
school because of the economy,” 
said Sheena Rice, MontPIRG co-
ordinator. “We really need to make 
sure that doesn’t happen.”
The letter outlines certain provi-
sions U.S. PIRG hopes the govern-
ment will consider when it decides 
where to spend the stimulus pack-
age money. Among these provisions 
are $15.6 billion to increase the Pell 
grant program and $490 million to 
fund more work study programs.
Although this seems like a large 
chunk of the stimulus package, Rice 
said, the economy needs a jump-
start and investing in education 
would help. “In the long run, this is 
a good investment,” Rice said.
ASUM also heard from the UM 
students who recently returned from 
their trip to Washington, D.C., for 
President Obama’s inauguration.
The students were awarded a 
scholarship through the Washing-
ton Center – as part of the program 
they saw the inauguration, sat in 
on Senate sessions and toured the 
Capitol.
Eleven students represented UM 
in the program, which included 650 
students nationwide.
Senior political science major 
Kierlyn Cain spoke to ASUM about 
the students’ opportunity to see the 
Senate in action.
“Just the experience to see how 
that works, to see your precon-
ceived notions, then see how it re-
ally works,” was interesting, she 
said.
Public administration graduate 
student Umed Partov, from Tajiki-
stan, said it was a unique experi-
ence for him as an international 
student.
“I had a chance to see the nature 
of the democracy that Americans 
ASUM appeals to Congress 
to aid in higher education
Bess Brownlee/Montana Kaimin
UM Alum Kody Messerschmidt has her blood drawn on Wednesday afternoon by Red Cross worker Harry Hutchison during a blood drive in 
the University Center.  The Red Cross holds blood drives once a month on campus,  along with additional drives at the dorms, sororities and 
fraternities.  “I’ve always wanted to donate, and I just got over the fear,” said Messerschmidt.
Joshua Potter
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Editorial
One small step 
toward embracing
 your inner-hippie
 
Th e Kaimin invites 
letters to the editor
 and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and 
columns should be about 700 words. Please 
e-mail both to kaiminletters@umontana.edu.
 Make sure to include a phone number.
 The Montana Kaimin, in its 111th 
year, is published by the students 
of The University of Montana, 
Missoula. The UM School of 
Journalism uses the Montana 
Kaimin for practice courses but 
assumes no control over policy or 
content. 
Send letters to the editor to 
kaiminletters@umontana.edu.
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   on the restaurant lobby
By Alex Tenenbaum
Droppin’the ‘baum
In a lean economy, the question 
is not whether to screw, but who 
to screw. Whose piece of pie do 
you hack away at to make sure 
you get fed? 
For Montana restaurant own-
ers, the answer is the servers. Col-
lectively, they’ve devised a plan to 
take food from the mouths of their 
own waiters and waitresses, and 
they’ve found a way to do it.
Like a lot of UM students, I 
work at a restaurant here in town. 
I’m not a waiter, but I know a lot 
of them. By the looks of things, it’s 
about to become a little harder for 
them to put themselves through 
college by waiting tables.
The Montana Senate heard 
two bills yesterday that would 
put a cap on Montana’s minimum 
wage, both of which were put 
forth by the Montana Restaurant 
Association (MRA). 
Senate Bill 253 would freeze 
tipped employee wages at $6.90 
per hour. If it passes, restaurant 
owners could stiff their servers 35 
cents an hour after July, when the 
minimum wage increases to $7.25. 
This would be legal as long as the 
worker’s tips make up the difference. 
Senate Bill 254 would go 
against 70 percent of voters by 
striking the cost-of-living adjust-
ment from the minimum wage law, 
making it legal for all employers to 
pay wages that don’t keep up with 
the ever-infl ating cost of living. 
The bills have yet to pass, 
but with organized lobbying ef-
forts from the MRA, passage 
seems likely.
Brad Griffi n, executive direc-
tor of the MRA, claims that serv-
ers, though seldom paid more than 
what’s legally required, are actual-
ly the best-paid restaurant workers 
because of the tips they receive. In 
most cases, that’s true. But their 
tips are usually shared with at least 
the bussers and hostesses, if not 
the cooks and expediters as well. 
The minimum wage freeze would 
impact all of those positions, as 
they all receive tips. 
And compared to other places, 
Montana is a tough place to make 
tips. Many servers in Missoula are 
reporting an average of eight to 
nine percent, while restaurants ex-
pect servers to pick up an average 
15 to 18 percent.
Griffi n made no comment on 
tip averages. He said that with so 
many people pinching pennies and 
eating in, many owners have their 
backs against a wall, ready to cut 
costs any way they can. He said 
one of their biggest diffi culties 
is Montana’s minimum wage, 
which, right along with the fed-
eral rate, has increased by 34 
percent since 2006. 
That sounds 
bad, but mini-
mum wage 
languished at $5.15 for a decade 
before that. God forbid restaurant 
owners prepare for operating costs 
to rise with infl ation. And if the 
owners care to know, the primary 
members of their workforce, col-
lege students, have seen their own 
expenses go screaming through 
the roof. While minimum wage 
has doubled over the last two de-
cades, college tuition has shot up 
by 1,000 percent. 
Restaurant owners can’t pay for 
that. They can’t even pay what bu-
reaucracy has determined to be a 
fair wage.
So the question remains: Who 
do you screw? 
If you pass the bills and screw 
the servers, you allow the own-
ers to pass the sour fruits of bad 
business practice directly to their 
employees. But if you screw 
the owner whose business plan 
didn’t include keeping up with 
inflation, you put him into 
bankruptcy, and in effect, put 
his workers out of a job.
Most of this is out of your 
hands, and the Senate has to decide 
who to screw. But next time you 
eat out, you could at least leave a 
decent tip.
alexander.tenenbaum@umontana.edu
  
    Correction:
In the Tuesday article, “ASUM to consider supporting a reopened Missoula 
Amtrak line,” Sheena Rice was misidentifi ed as Shayna Price. Rice is the 
campus coordinator for MontPIRG and not a student, as the story said. 
Monday in the Kaimin, Lucas Hamilton was said to have spent last summer 
at an internship with the Montana Senate Finance Committee. Hamilton, the 
ASUM lobbyist to the Montana Legislature, actually interned with the U.S. 
Senate Finance Committee as an aide to Sen. Max Baucus.
One of my New Year’s resolutions was to start reusing the plas-
tic shopping bags I got at the grocery store. I had an entire kitchen 
drawer dedicated to those suckers, and I got tired of cramming more 
bags in every time I came back from shopping. 
So far, I’ve been to the grocery store three times, and I haven’t re-
membered to bring my old plastic bags any of those times. So good-
bye, New Year’s resolution No. 3. (Good thing I made 19 more so I 
wouldn’t feel so bad when I broke one.)
You can imagine how excited I was when I discovered that I re-
ceived a free, reusable cloth bag with my purchase at the UM Book-
store. The whole reason I’d made the resolution to reuse my plastic 
bags was because I was too poor (read: cheap) to buy a reusable cloth 
bag for $1 at the grocery store in the fi rst place.
But in all reality, it was pretty pathetic that it took a New Year’s reso-
lution to ignite my fl ame of save-the-world, environmental passion. 
However, this editorial isn’t about reusable cloth bags. I want to 
praise the UM Bookstore for handing them out and promoting envi-
ronmental awareness, and I encourage every one of you to use them. 
What this editorial is really about is all those plastic bags I know 
you have crammed in a drawer somewhere, just like I do. The ones 
you left in a cupboard in your last apartment for the new renter to 
discover and deal with? (Sorry about that, by the way.)
You might want to keep a dozen to pick up your dog’s poop, or use 
them as trash can liners because you’re too “poor” to buy real ones, 
but I encourage you to recycle the rest.
It’s a small, easy step toward becoming more environmentally 
conscious, which is sometimes hard to do in a state like Montana that 
doesn’t offer as many recycling opportunities as other states.
Three major grocery chains in Missoula – Albertsons, Safeway, 
and the Wal-mart Supercenter – offer plastic bag recycling at all of 
their locations. Unfortunately, the Orange Street Food Farm doesn’t, 
so don’t head there with a carload of plastic bags. 
Start recycling your plastic bags before your city proposes a plas-
tic bag fee each time you need one at the grocery store. This hap-
pened in Seattle, where a 20-cent fee was scheduled to take effect in 
January 2009. It was postponed, thankfully, when Seattle residents 
realized their state’s idealistic attitude far exceeded the public’s envi-
ronmental expectations.
Be thankful that you don’t live in a place that makes you pay a fee 
for every plastic bag you use. (Think of the goldmine in your kitchen 
drawer!) But also, be aware of the small steps you can take to sim-
plify your life and get rid of those pesky plastic bags. 
A little effort goes a long way.
             Virginia J. Cleaveland, news editor
                  virginia.cleaveland@gmail.com
@The KAIMIN KLICKswww.montanakaimin.com
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A new bus purchased jointly 
by ASUM Transportation, the 
Administration and Finance Of-
fice and the Office of Student Af-
fairs is under repair before it can 
serve the College of Technology 
(COT) bus route this spring se-
mester. 
Director of ASUM Transpor-
tation Nancy Wilson said that the 
new bus, purchased on Dec. 26, 
cost $280,000, and it looks ex-
actly like the others.
After purchasing the bus, the 
Transportation Office found a 
safety hazard: the bus’s brake 
lights are always lit. Wilson said 
it is currently under repair. If 
everything goes as planned, she 
said the bus could be up and run-
ning on the COT route by next 
week. 
This is the third new bus the 
university has purchased within 
the last year. The first was bought 
last January, Wilson said, and the 
second was purchased this fall 
semester.
The new bus will replace an 
older model bus that is used as 
a back-up. 
“We hope to retire our older 
30-foot bus,” Wilson said. “It has 
over 500,000 miles on it.”
Because the South Route bus-
es are always overloaded, ASUM 
Transportation has added more 
service there, Wilson said. Two 
buses on the South Route, plus 
the inbound COT bus, transport-
ed students from the Lewis and 
Clark Village during fall semes-
ter. A third bus, the old bio bus 
that was used on the Broadway 
route, will be added to the South 
Route, Wilson said.
 kayla.matzke@umontana.edu
COT route awaits 
repairs on new bus
Kayla Matzke
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Because the majority of the stu-
dent body was not on campus on 
Jan. 19, The University of Montana 
will commemorate Martin Luther 
King Jr. after the holiday. 
Author and historian Irwin F. 
Gellman will give a lecture called 
“King, Kennedy, Nixon and the 
Election of 1960” tonight at 7:30 
p.m. in Gallagher Business Build-
ing Room 123. 
“Gellman is a showman, and it’ll 
be interesting to see how he argues 
his point,” said history professor 
Michael Mayer.
Gellman was a professor and 
eventually became dean of the his-
tory department at Morgan State 
University – a historically black 
school in Baltimore, Md. He is now 
a visiting scholar at Franklin and 
Marshall College in Pennsylvania. 
He is the author of “The Contend-
er: Richard Nixon: The Congress 
Years, 1946 to 1952” and is also 
working on a multi-volume biog-
raphy of former President Nixon’s 
life. 
In Missoula, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day was observed this year with 
marches, readings and vigils. 
“But what we try to do at the 
university is trade knowledge,” 
said Mayer. “We’ve had a num-
ber of very good speakers over the 
years, and I think Gellman is in the 
tradition.”
tyler.wing@umontana.edu
August Wing
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Martin Luther King Jr. observance is not limited by date
Over 9,000 text messages were 
sent out as a test last Wednesday 
through The University of Mon-
tana’s emergency notification sys-
tem, said a university technology 
officer. The test ran smoothly, ac-
cording to Loey Knapp, UM’s as-
sociate chief information officer of 
technology services. 
“We’re pretty comfortable with 
what we got,” Knapp said.
According to Knapp, over 
6,000 students, faculty and staff 
have entered their cell phone 
numbers into the emergency 
communication database to be 
alerted via a text message in the 
case of a campus crisis. 
But the test was not only for 
cell phones, said Director of Pub-
lic Safety Jim Lemcke. The new 
LED reader boards, which have 
been installed in buildings across 
campus during the past six to eight 
months, were also tested. During 
an emergency, each board displays 
messages and gives off an audible 
alert that is broadcast from a stand-
alone radio tower separate from 
UM’s system. 
In addition, over 16,000 e-
mails were sent to everyone with 
a university account, and the uni-
versity’s Web site notification was 
also tested, Lemcke said. During a 
campus emergency, an alert banner 
and accompanying information of 
the incident would appear on the 
home page of the Web site, not 
only alerting the local community 
but those outside Missoula, too. 
“The Web page banner is to in-
form parents and relatives of stu-
dents,” Lemcke said. 
The recent test was the first full 
test of the system. Knapp said the 
university first generates the mes-
sage for the banner on the home 
page. Then the e-mails are sent 
out and phone numbers along with 
carrier information are passed to 
2sms, a third-party distributor of 
text messages, which moves the 
message along quickly. Knapp 
said that 2sms sent out the estimat-
ed 9,000 text messages within five 
or six minutes. The entire test was 
over within 15 minutes. 
Knapp said there was a small-
er test in August, after many stu-
dents had signed up to receive 
the text messages. 
Some students might have 
received two text messages this 
time if they didn’t sign up before 
the first test. 3,000 out of the es-
timated 9,000 recipients received 
two messages.
The text-messaging alert is just 
another way to better inform stu-
dents and faculty of an emergency, 
in a more compact way that could 
potentially reach people sooner, 
Lemcke said. 
Campus emergency notification 
sends test alert to multiple users
Kayla Matzke
MONTANA KAIMIN
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The army of plastic bags un-
der the sink may have finally met 
its match.
There’s a new, free cloth bag at 
the UM Bookstore that is out for 
the blood of those flimsy, hunker-
ing store bags; a sleek warrior of 
a textbook holder that is doing the 
dirty work in style.
Managers at the UM Bookstore 
knew it was time to wage war, and 
for good reason.
“We’re really trying to be more 
proactive than we have in the past 
on the sustainability issue and the 
sweatshop issue,” Bookstore man-
ager Bryan Thornton said, adding 
that the cloth bags were purchased 
from a company that adheres to in-
ternational standards for the treat-
ment of workers. 
Learning the cost of recycling 
plastic bags was also ample moti-
vation for handing out cloth bags, 
Thornton said.
It costs $4,000 to process and 
recycle one ton of plastic bags, 
which is then sold on the commod-
ities market for $32, according to 
the director of San Francisco’s 
Department of the Environment, 
Jared Blumenfeld. 
These statistics and others re-
garding plastic bags flash on a TV 
screen in the bookstore as students 
wait in line to buy their books.
The film includes informa-
tion from different sources re-
garding the harms of plastic 
bags, such as one from CNN 
that states plastic bags “break 
down into smaller more toxic 
petro-polymers which eventu-
ally contaminate soils and wa-
terways.”
Others comments include “If we 
use a cloth bag, we can save six bags 
a week. That’s 24 bags a month, and 
22,176 bags in a lifetime.”
Laura Fox, representative for 
the Bookstore online and nick-
named the store’s “green guru” by 
some of her colleagues, proposed 
showing the film because she said 
she wanted to do more than just 
hand out free bags. 
“I appreciate her concern to 
not just give out a bag, but to 
educate people as to why,” said 
ASUM sustainability coordina-
tor Jessie Davie.
The bookstore purchased ap-
proximately 5,000 cloth bags and 
estimates they’ve given out close 
to 3,500. They will be free through 
next week, although Fox said that, 
with the book-buying rush, they’re 
going quick. The bags cost the 
student- and faculty-owned store 
almost $10,000, but Thornton said 
the investment is well worth it if 
students use them.
“This isn’t just a gift; we want 
you to do this,” Thornton said. “It 
takes a click of self-awareness, I 
think. I’ll have to admit that I’m still 
reprogramming myself.”
UM freshman Jay Stanford 
reached for a cloth bag outside the 
UM Bookstore for the first time 
Wednesday and said that he’ll use it 
again. 
“Since they are giving them 
away for free, it gets people more 
aware of them,” Stanford said. 
Sammi Bieker, a UM junior, was 
also happy to see the free bur-
gundy bags.
“I use them when I go grocery 
shopping. I know it’s better for 
the environment, but I can also 
hold more in them and they don’t 
break,” Bieker said.
The new cloth bags can hold up 
to 50 pounds and were designed to 
be more attractive to students than 
the average burlap sack, complete 
with an image of Main Hall on one 
side, which was created by an art-
ist that works at the store. 
“Every time a plastic bag is of-
fered to you, just say, ‘No, thank 
you, I’ve already got my own,’” 
Fox said. “You can save our world, 
one person at a time. Do your part 
and try to remember to take this 
with you.” 
carmen.george@umontana.edu
UM Bookstore’s burgundy bags 
help students battle plastic plague
Carmen George
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•Sports reporters 
•Designers
Swing by room 208 in the Don Anderson Hall if 
you’re interested!
Revenge. It is defined as a 
harmful action against a person or 
group as a response to a wrongdo-
ing. Those seeking revenge aim 
to cause the perceived wrongdoer 
pain equal to or greater than what 
was originally inflicted.
If equal or greater pain is what 
the Montana men’s basketball 
team hopes to inflict Thursday 
night when Portland State comes 
to town, then they have their work 
cut out for them.
The Vikings last came to Mis-
soula for Montana’s Senior Night 
and slaughtered the Griz 108-56. 
It was the Grizzlies’ worst loss in 
94 years.
Montana’s first shot at redemp-
tion came in December at the 
opening of the conference season, 
but Portland State hit 9-of-18 at-
tempts from three-point land and 
held Montana to 35 percent shoot-
ing en route to a 72-45 victory.
Montana won five of its next 
seven conference games to draw 
within a game and a half of PSU 
entering Thursday, but head coach 
Wayne Tinkle said the past is not 
forgotten. 
“We shouldn’t have to mention 
it, quite frankly,” Tinkle said. “We 
know what they have done to us 
the last couple of times out, but we 
are a different team than the last 
time we played them in December. 
Motivation for this game shouldn’t 
be a concern or we have bigger 
problems to address.”
Starting point guard Anthony 
Johnson, who leads the Big Sky 
in scoring during league play at 
22 points per game, said although 
Montana may have several players 
who were not part of the rotation 
last time PSU came to town, the 
desire for redemption is ever-pres-
ent. 
“I’m sure the guys from last 
year still have a bad taste in their 
mouths,” Johnson said. “We have 
new guys on this year’s team, and 
we went out there and got it hand-
ed to us earlier this year. So we are 
definitely feeling competitive and 
fired up for this game. It should 
be a knock down, drag out fight. 
Period.”
Portland State, the defend-
ing Big Sky conference champs, 
also boast the defending confer-
ence Player of the Year in 5-foot-6 
point guard Jeremiah Dominguez. 
But that is only the beginning of 
the challenges Montana will face. 
Tinkle said stopping Dominguez is 
key, but PSU’s depth will present 
the greatest challenge to Montana.
“You can start with (Domin-
guez), but (Dominic) Waters can 
hurt you, (Andre) Murray is dan-
gerous, (Phil) Nelson and (Kyle) 
Coston can get hot from behind the 
arc so they can hurt you in a num-
ber of different ways,” Tinkle said. 
“You can’t focus on stopping this 
guy or that guy. You have to focus 
on holding all their players below 
their averages and not let anyone 
jump up to bite us.”
Murray and Dominguez, both 
seniors; Waters, a junior; and Nel-
son, a sophomore, all average dou-
ble figures for Portland State. The 
Vikings lead the Big Sky in scor-
ing as a team, averaging just over 
75 points per contest.  
PSU had its 17-game confer-
ence win streak, extending from 
last season, snapped on Jan. 8 by 
the other first-place team in the 
BSC, Weber State. Following that 
game, Ken Bone’s squad vowed 
to not lose another game on their 
schedule. They have won the three 
games since the Weber loss by an 
average of 21 points. Tinkle said 
the defending BSC champs are 
justified in making such predic-
tions, but it isn’t something his 
team will read into much. 
“They are a confident group and 
they weren’t out of line saying that 
sort of thing. And with the talent 
they have, they obviously feel like 
they can back it up, but we won’t 
make a big deal out of that,” said 
Tinkle. 
A Montana win would mean a 
split in the season series, an end 
to a three-game skid against the 
Vikings, and a game gained in the 
conference standings as the second 
half of the conference schedule be-
gins. But Tinkle does not charac-
terize Thursday as a must-win for 
his troops.
“It is a big game, but we still 
have seven more after that,” Tin-
kle said. “They are a team that can 
hurt us in the standings. We lost to 
them at their place, and we don’t 
want to get swept by anybody, and 
we want to protect home court. So 
I think you throw all those things 
in the mix, and it becomes a big 
game for us.”
Johnson added, “I would be ly-
ing if I said the Portland State game 
wasn’t big, but we aren’t trying to 
put pressure on ourselves that it 
is a must win. We just have to ap-
proach it like any other game.”
colter.nunanez@umontana.edu
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Looking for a little payback
Colter Nuanez
MONTANA KAIMIN
Taka Osuga/Montana Kaimin
Senior guard Ceylon Elgin-Taylor practices at Dahlberg Arena on Wednesday afternoon. The Griz will play against Portland State on Thursday night at 7 p.m.
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The Big Sky Conference may 
have nine members, but as wom-
en’s basketball approaches the 
midpoint of the conference season, 
it becomes increasingly apparent 
that it is turning into a two-horse 
sprint for the finish line.
Montana and Portland State 
rank first and second in almost ev-
ery major statistical category in the 
BSC, including points per game, 
points allowed per game, field goal 
percentage, field goal percentage 
defense and margin of victory. All 
this translates into a tie atop con-
ference standings between the two 
teams at 6-0, but only one will pre-
vail unscathed when the two teams 
meet on Thursday in a key confer-
ence matchup in Portland.
Neither team has faced much 
of a challenge thus far in confer-
ence – Montana has won its games 
by an average of 20 points, the 
Vikings by an average of 16. No 
other Big Sky team boasts a posi-
tive margin of victory or a winning 
conference record. Northern Colo-
rado and Eastern Washington are 
currently tied for second at 3-3 in 
BSC play.
First place may be on the line, 
but Lady Griz head coach Robin 
Selvig said the destiny of his team 
by no means hinges on the out-
come of Thursday night.
“It’s a big game at this stage of 
the conference season, but it’s not a 
make or break game,” Selvig said. 
“At the end of the night, one of us 
will be in first and one of us will 
be in second, but we will still have 
a long way to go, either way.”Both 
teams have prolific offenses that 
have averaged nearly 80 points 
each during conference play. 
And while both the Lady Vi-
kings and Lady Griz have used ef-
ficient shooting (Montana is shoot-
ing 50 percent in league play, PSU 
46.5 percent) and balanced scoring 
attacks in burying opponents (both 
teams have four players averag-
ing over nine points per game in 
BSC games), the two teams differ 
in style.
Senior Britney Lohman said 
PSU has the tendency and desire to 
push the ball and create opportuni-
ties in the open court, while Mon-
tana prefers to run their offense out 
of the half court. 
She said dictating the pace of 
the game will be crucial.
Two teams tangle for top of the Big Sky
Colter Nuanez
MONTANA KAIMIN
Taka Osuga/Montana Kaimin
Freshman guard Tianna Ware is ready to dribble towards the basket during practice on Wednesday morning at Dahlberg 
Arena. The team will play its next two games away from Missoula, beginning Thursday at Portland State. 
MK
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“We always emphasize playing 
our own game at our own tempo,” 
Lohman said. 
“We just need to play good, sol-
id defense like we have been and 
be ready for whatever they throw 
at us.”
Two of the league’s top point 
guards will be on display as PSU 
junior Claire Faucher, the league 
leader in assists (6.7 apg in league 
play), squares off against Montana 
senior Mandy Morales. 
Morales is the league’s de-
fending co-player of the week 
and second-leading scorer (16.8 
ppg in league play). She trails 
only PSU senior forward Kelsey 
Kahle, who averages 18.8 ppg and 
shared player of the week honors 
last week with yet another Viking, 
PSU sophomore forward Kelli 
Valentine.
“They have a very balanced 
team,” said Selvig.  “Faucher, their 
point guard, is a really good player, 
scoring and passing the basketball. 
Kahle can really hurt you if she 
gets going. And they have a num-
ber of other girls who can shoot the 
three, so we just have to approach 
it like we always do and try to play 
solid team defense.”
Montana is riding a nine-game 
winning streak entering Thursday 
night’s game. 
It is quite apparent to both Sel-
vig and his players that a brutal 
non-conference schedule that fea-
tured games against No. 8 Mary-
land, No. 24 South Dakota State, 
Illinois and Gonzaga adequately 
prepared the Lady Griz for battle 
in the Big Sky.
“We faced way tougher, more 
physical players in our non-con-
ference schedule so we feel like 
we set the tone as far as physical 
play goes,” Morales said. 
“It’s going to be a tough game, 
but we just have to treat it like any 
other game. We just need to be 
mentally focused and come out 
ready to play.”
The last time PSU and UM 
played was in last season’s Big 
Sky Conference tournament in 
Missoula. Montana avenged one 
of its three conference losses, 
(PSU beat Montana 72-62 the last 
time UM ventured to the coast), 
by defeating the Lady Vikes 94-80 
to advance to the conference title 
game.  
Lohman said she does not an-
ticipate much of a hangover from 
last season to carry into Thursday 
night’s game, but still acknowl-
edged that the winner would cer-
tainly have a leg up on the loser in 
the race for the fi nish line.
“Portland State is a good team, 
so a win would be awesome go-
ing into the back stretch of the 
conference season,” Lohman said. 
“It would be a good confi dence 
booster since they are tied with us 
in fi rst to know that we can beat 
the best team in the league.”
colter.nuanez@umontana.edu
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tabled in the House Business and 
Labor Committee.
House Bill 189 defi ned “rea-
sonable heat,” as “a capacity to 
reach 68 degrees” and it required 
lease extensions to be in explicit 
writing.
Current Montana law says 
that once a year-long lease is up, 
the tenant, by default, moves to a 
month-to-month lease if the lease 
is not formally extended. How-
ever, some renters said landlords 
automatically extend annual leases 
by another year without proper no-
tice. 
Jain Walsh, a UM student and 
single mother, said she was sur-
prised by a note from her landlord 
saying that, because she hadn’t 
given notice 20 days earlier that 
she wanted to move out, her an-
nual lease would be extended au-
tomatically. 
“There was no way I could com-
ply with this letter without travel-
ing through time,” Walsh said.
Denver Henderson, who assists 
off-campus renters at UM, said 
transparency is necessary when 
extending a lease. 
“If it requires a bilateral agree-
ment to enter into a contract, it 
should require a bilateral agree-
ment to extend it,” Henderson 
said.
Opponents to the bill said the 
problems were not widespread and 
did not warrant legislative action.
Henderson said HB 189 should 
not be considered a dead bill be-
cause there are amendments being 
discussed that could help it pass 
the committee in the future.
    molly.priddy@umontana.edu
 “The only problem is people 
have signed up for the text mes-
sages and they don’t realize they 
do not have texting,” Knapp 
said. 
People also may have changed 
their phone number or entered 
the wrong digits when register-
ing for notifi cation.
Students and faculty who 
would like to add or remove their 
cell phone numbers from list can 
do so by logging onto Cyberbear 
and clicking on the personal in-
formation section.
Those who want to participate 
in the text messaging alert sys-
tem may or may not be charged 
depending on their cell phone 
plans, Knapp said. 
Both Knapp and Lemcke said 
the notifi cation system would be 
tested regularly. 
“We’ll test the system periodi-
cally. We haven’t decided how 
often,” Lemcke said. Everyone 
will be notifi ed before the test by 
an e-mail to their university ac-
counts. 
“We’ve tried to cover all our 
bases to make sure we get the 
message out as rapidly as possi-
ble,” said Knapp about the types 
of emergency notifi cation used 
by UM. 
“We’re not depending on one 
form of communication. It’s mul-
timode communication.”
kayla.matzke@umontana.edu
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PLEASERecycle this newspaper
practice,” he said.
ASUM senators also unani-
mously passed two resolutions sup-
porting transportation reform in the 
state Senate.
The fi rst resolution conveys 
to state and federal lawmakers 
ASUM’s support of a bill that rep-
resentative Max Baucus is helping 
to draft. The bill would expand on 
the way the government deals with 
different forms of transportation.
“It wouldn’t say, ‘completely 
don’t fund highways,’” ASUM vice 
president Siri Smillie said. “It would 
say, ‘don’t just fund highways.’”
The bill would help provide 
funding for not only highway main-
tenance and infrastructure, but also 
light rail systems and biking corri-
dors.
Smillie also said that, although 
the state Senate bill written to pro-
vide funding for an Amtrak railway 
to reopen in the southern part of 
the state was tabled in the Senate, 
ASUM should still support it. How-
ever, since that bill won’t be heard 
in the near future, ASUM amended 
that resolution to support another 
state Senate bill, which would up-
date the Montana state rail plan to 
comply with the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 
2008.
joshua.potter@umontana.edu
Hoell has worked at the univer-
sity since 1982. Engstrom would 
not comment on her departure. 
“They are making a big mis-
take,” Bates said. “I really believe 
that they will never replace her.” 
Though plans for the advising 
system are far from set, Engstrom 
said one aspect that will be consid-
ered is the role of professional ad-
vising as opposed to peer advising.
“In my opinion, the more con-
tact our students have with profes-
sional advisors, the better,” Eng-
strom said. 
There are currently 59 peer ad-
visors in the program, according to 
Peer Advising Program assistant 
Jennifer Zellmer-Cuaresma. 
They receive training for their 
jobs over the course of three semes-
ters, she said.
“There is no one on campus 
trained more than a peer advisor,” 
she said. 
Bates said about 1,200 students 
are matched with peer advisors 
each year. 
Many departments use other ad-
vising techniques, such as faculty 
advising, but undeclared majors, 
pre-psychology, pre-communica-
tions and freshman business majors 
receive peer advising.
The Peer Advising system has 
received a 95 percent approval 
rating from students, according to 
Zellmer-Cuaresma. 
Bates said peer advisors are of-
ten mentors for the new students 
they advise as well, which she said 
would be lost if the Peer Advising 
Program were cut.
“I think students are going to 
struggle to fi nd someone or an of-
fi ce that will really work with them 
as individuals,” she said. 
Zellmer-Cuaresma and Bates 
said they have never seen a mem-
ber of the administration come to 
the UAC to witness the peer advis-
ing process, though Bates said they 
have been invited. 
“Nobody has ever visited with 
us and heard our voice, and they’ve 
always been welcome here,” Bates 
said. 
The establishment of the Offi ce 
for Student Success and the chang-
es to the Peer Advising Program are 
part of the University’s “Partnering 
for Student Success” plan, which 
has been in the works for over two 
years and was approved last No-
vember by the Montana Board of 
Regents, which oversees the state’s 
university system. 
It aims to increase fi rst-to-sec-
ond year retention rates to 80 per-
cent from its current 72 percent by 
2013. 
Bates is skeptical that changing 
the Peer Advising Program is the 
right path to take.
“I don’t think this is the answer 
to retention,” she said. 
allison.maier@umontana.edu
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula. 
$44-66/nt Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611
Furnished studio apt. Incl. all utilities. 
Internet & Cable. $525 Call 544-0799 
HELP WANTED
Transcriptionists needed. 721-0387
Missoula County Public Schools is 
recruiting for a Head Boys Soccer Coach 
and a long/triple jump Asst. Track 
Coach at Big Sky HS, an Asst Tennis 
Coach & a Head Girls X-Country coach 
at Sentinel HS, and a Head Football 
Coach at Hellgate HS. Complete and 
submit the extra-curricular application 
plus required materials available at the 
Human Resources Offi ce at 215 S 6th St. 
W or printable from the District Website 
www.mcps.k12.mt.us 406-728-2400 ext. 
1042 EEO Employer. 
Part-time childcare needed 5-10 hours/
week in the evening. Must enjoy 4 year 
olds and large dogs. Prior experience 
preferred. Call 728-1538
PERSONALS
Wish you weren’t a smoker? Curry can 
help. 243-2809
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Call for an appointment.  243-4711
ROOMMATES NEEDED
Home on fenced 1/2 acre. 1-2 Room(s) 
$350-$400 inc. utilities. No smoking. 
Gardeners, professional students, 
professional individuals welcome. 
Professional 26 y/o lady graduate. I 
workout after my job daily; tennis, yoga, 
horses, bike & winter sports on weekends. 
Area by river, Blue Mountain, near 
Community Hospital. Bus stops there for 
University. Very safe neighborhood. Call 
406-821-4372.
Non smoking roommate for 3Bd/2BA 
home in South Hills, washer/dryer, off 
street parking, yard, patio, no pets, easy 
access to university. $400/mo. +1/3 
utilities and dep. Available immediately. 
406-899-2001
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student 
discount. Downtown at 136 East 
Broadway. Computer Central, 542-6540.
PEERS
Continued from page 1
ASUM
Continued from page 1
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